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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR NOVEMBER 20, 2020 
 

 

COVID-19 

The coronavirus pandemic has hit America’s 

hospitals and health care workers hard.  Despite 

months of unrelenting challenges and the dramatic 

surge in new cases, doctors, nurses, and other 

medical providers are committed to keeping their 

communities safe. 

The Cleveland Clinic captured their struggles in this 

powerful video. 

Let's support these brave, frontline professionals and help extend their life-saving 
efforts by doing what science has proven: 
 

 Masks slow the spread of COVID-19.   

 Diligently washing our hands throughout the day stops its transmission.  

 Social distancing at least 6 feet apart from those we don’t live with makes it 
harder for the disease to spread. 

 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has urged all Americans NOT to travel 

during the Thanksgiving holiday.  Officials acknowledge that the months of restrictions and 

isolation has taken a toll on families.  However, throughout the pandemic, social gatherings 

and crowded venues have been connected to the escalation of COVID-19 cases across the 

country.   

 

The need for connection is real, but the increase in new cases, hospitalizations, and deaths 

are alarming.  Until we eradicated this virus or have a vaccine, please take every precaution 

to protect yourself and others.  
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#SupportIndy 

 

The City has always supported the different businesses, groups, and organizations that 

make our community an outstanding place to live, work and visit.   

As we continue to adapt to pandemic life and look forward to the post-pandemic “normal,” 

we want to promote a positive message that symbolizes our grit and resilience.    

Above are two signs we had designed by Independence resident Carol Drummond.  The 

graphic on the left will be printed inside the December Post and will also be available as a 

yard sign.   If you would like a yard sign, please email your name and contact information to 

CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  

The Economic Development team will distribute the “Masks Are Required” sign next week to 

local businesses.   Both signs will be available for download on our website.   

And a reminder that Saturday, November 28 is Small Business Saturday.   You can make a 

big impact helping small businesses overcome pandemic hardships.   Independently owned 

boutiques, restaurants, gift shops, mom-and-pop stores, are facing unprecedented 

challenges due to coronavirus-related restrictions and shutdowns.  By shopping and buying 

gift cards, each of us signal we support and value small businesses.   
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Stuff the Ambulance This Saturday!  

A reminder that the  Independence Fire Department will be 

holding its fifth annual “Stuff the Ambulance” food drive on 

Saturday, November 21.  Please drop off non-perishable food 

to the ambulance that will be parked in the Discount Drug 

Mart parking lot from Noon to 4 PM.    

Everything collected will go to the South Hills Lend-A-Hand 

program which serves residents in Independence, Seven Hills, 

and Broadview Heights. 

 

Independence Honors Maple Shade Veterans 

The deadline to order a Holiday Wreath to honor a veteran at Maple 

Shade Cemetery is next Wednesday, November 25.  

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we cannot have a public ceremony but 

the wreaths will be at the gravesites for National Wreaths-Across-

America Day which is Saturday, December 19, 2020.  Each wreath 

is $15.  You can find more information and download an order form 

on the website.  

 

 

CodeRED Is Coming 

In December, the City of Independence will be transitioning from the SwiftReach911 alert 

system to CodeRED, the Cuyahoga County Emergency Notification System.   It will allow us 

to deliver messages to residents and businesses by telephone, cellular phone, text message, 

and/or e-mail.   There will be more information in next month’s Independence Post. 

 

Happy Birthday to the 90+ Club 

This year’s celebration recognizing residents who turned 90 was 

a drive-through lunch on Friday, November 20.  The City 

honored fourteen seniors with a proclamation, s CVS gift card, 

and holiday jam.  They also had priority service ahead of the 55+ 

Lunch participants.   

More than 760 residents enjoyed the 55+ lunches on Tuesday 

and Friday.  That’s a new record!  
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Happy Birthday to our 90-year-olds!  A reminder that due to the Thanksgiving holiday, 

there will not be 55+ Lunches next week. 

 

 



November is Native American Heritage Month 

Community Services hosted a program for pre-school children to celebrate the contributions 

and culture of Native Americans.  Thirty children and parents painted hobby horses, 
made necklaces, listened to Native American music, fished, played with dried corn in 
a sensory bowl, and learned about different Native American villages and homes. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing you a healthy and Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to receive Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Update, please ask 

them to send their name and email address to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  
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